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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

Kl This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andybr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: - "* * ■ 

I Basis of the opinion 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations jofi the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 
1 



With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 



Description, Pages 

3-13 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

-i _i 6 received on 23.07.2004 with letter of 21 .07.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

1yS-3/3 as originally filed 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The.statement that, the information recorded in computer readable form is-identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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To Section V 



Preliminary remark: 

Claims presently on file greatly differ from the originally filed set, which significantly 
changes the relevance of the documents cited in the International Search Report (ISR). 
Such claims, however, appear to be fully based on the original disclosure. Claim 1 is 
principally based on para. [0001] of the "Field of invention" and on the "General 
section", for instance [0007], [0012] and [0014]. The features of the dependent claims 
are either explicitly disclosed or expressed in technical equivalents. 

1 . The following documents are cited: 

D1: US-A-4 913 551 
D2: US-A-2002/024667 
D3: WO-A-99/23873 
D4: US-A-4 392 204 

2. Claim 1 is directed to the tracking of objects, such as logs (claim 2), and in 
particular of a single log in a bundle of logs, from a known geographical location, 
where the log is imaged and identified, to a handling station where the logs are 
transported and where further imaging of the bundle of logs allows for retrieving 
each log. 

This concept does not appear to be known or rendered obvious by the documents 
cited in the ISR: . 

- D1 is directed to the art of log scaling, i.e. measuring several characteristics of a 
log, see D1 , col. 1 , 1. 60 seq.The measurements by themselves are comparable 
with the presently disclosed ones, see col. 3, 1. 37 seq., but they are performed 
only once, "at a point of time" (col. 3, 1. 40). Although "all of the measurements. can 
be verified at a later date" (col. 3, II. 64-65), there is no definite hint at log 
identification before and after transportation; 

- D2 discloses a method for scanning moving objects such as wood products, see 
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the abstract. As it is apparent from the "Field of the Invention", a single 
measurement is envisaged, there is no hint at possible subsequent 
measurements; 

- D3 discloses a method for timber harvesting using a position determining device 
and a marking device, see the abstract. Logs can only be identified at a later stage 
once they have been marked. This teaches away from the present concept of 
identification after imaging, since D3 presents identification after marking as a 
suitable solution; and 

- D4 discloses an even more primitive marking system, see the abstract. 



3. All the other claims on file are dependent claims. 
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